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Dear Residents and Visitors,

On behalf of the town council, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to our vibrant and
close-knit community. Our town is rich in history, brimming with natural beauty, and fueled
by an unwavering sense of togetherness.

Whether you are a long-time resident or a first-time visitor, you will find an array of
activities, local businesses, and community events that contribute to the unique charm of
our town. We are committed to fostering a safe, inclusive, and thriving environment for
everyone. Thank you for being a part of our community, and we look forward to seeing you
around town!

Warm regards,

Town Supervisor
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The Town of Southport participates and is a member is good standing with the New York State
Association of Towns (NYSAOT). The Association serves and represents 933 town
governments across the state which in total comprises approximately 9 million residents, and
accounts for about half of the New York’s total population. Its largest Town serves over
800,000 residents, its smallest is less than 100, truly comprising both the urban and rural
parts of the State. 

Our town continues to benefit from its active participation including valuable training
opportunities for town officials and staff. Workshops, conferences, and policy discussions
help Southport leaders stay informed about new regulations, funding opportunities, and
innovative programs that can benefit our residents. One such example includes the 2026
conference and annual meeting attended in February where the NYSAOT laid out its annual
legislative agenda. There were many agenda items… overall each designed to strengthen
Towns and their operations within the framework of the New York State Assembly, Senate,
and Governor as they consider budget and legislative priorities for the year. 

Here is a small sample encompassing two of those key agenda items;

“Protect the constitutional authority of towns to govern local affairs, adopt local laws, manage
land use, and respond to community needs without state overreach. Support state and federal
recognition of home rule.” Home rule is extremely important as it allows those governmental
entities which are closest to the people, the Towns, to manage their affairs without
encroachments by the State and/or Federal Government. An example of the loss of Home
Rule is the siting of renewable energy projects. Under Section 94-c of the Executive Law, the
State is able to override local town zoning and land-use laws to approve large scale solar and
wind projects if it finds the local laws are "unreasonably burdensome" to the state's climate
goals.
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“Support highway, bridge and transportation funding to maintain and increase CHIPS,
PAVE-NY, BridgeNY, Extreme Winter Recovery, POP, and other DOT capital programs to
address significant local road and bridge funding gaps.” These programs directly benefit
the Town of Southport and its highway department by providing resources to maintain our
road system which is substantial…. over 84 miles are under the Town’s jurisdiction. By
contract, Chemung County has 250 miles of roads to maintain. 

In addition to educational opportunities and representation for legislation, the NYSAOT
provides technical expertise to which from time to time the Town of Southport has utilized,
and lastly, the NYSAOT has been invaluable whereby our town officials have had
opportunities to share and hear best practices, resources, and solutions from other Towns.
It truly is a great partnership and enhances the Town of Southport’s ability to provide
quality services to our residents. 

TownSupervisor

BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE 
The Town of Southport Comprehensive Plan
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A x e l  ( L a g e r s t a m )  B i e l k e  ( 1 8 7 2 - 1 9 4 1 ) w a s  t r a i n e d  a s  a  g a r d e n e r / f l o r i s t  i n
S w e d e n .  H e  i m m i g r a t e d  t o  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  i n  1 8 9 2 .  H e  m e t  E l n a  H o f t r u p ,  w h o
h a d  a l s o  i m m i g r a t e d  f r o m  S w e d e n  a b o u t  1 8 9 2 .  T h e y  w e r e  m a r r i e d  i n  1 8 9 9 .  I n
1 9 0 1 ,  t h e y  p u r c h a s e d  a  f a r m  n e x t  t o  t h e  o n e - r o o m  s c h o o l h o u s e  o n  D r y  R u n
R o a d ,  n e a r  w h e r e  E l n a ’ s  f a m i l y  l i v e d .  A x e l  g r e w  f a n c y  t o m a t o e s  a n d  o t h e r
g a r d e n  v e g e t a b l e s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  c u t  f l o w e r s ,  a l l  o f  w h i c h  h e  s o l d  t o  t h e  h o t e l s
a n d  r e s t a u r a n t s  i n  E l m i r a ,  N e w  Yo r k .
 
I n  t h e  m i d  1 9 4 0 ’ s ,  A x e l  B i e l k e  s o l d  t h e  g r e e n h o u s e s  t o  A l e x  B o s e n .  I n  t h e
w i n t e r  m o n t h s ,  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  t h e  g r e e n h o u s e  c o m p l e x  c a n  b e
s e e n  f r o m  t h e  i n t e r s e c t i o n  o f  D r y  R u n  R o a d  a n d  P e a c e f i e l d  R o a d  w h e n  l o o k i n g
a c r o s s  D r y  R u n  C r e e k .
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SOUTHPORT HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

BEFORE BOSEN GARDENS - BIELKE GREENHOUSES
DRY RUN ROAD, PINE CITY, NEW YORK

B e f o r e  A x e l  a r r i v e d  i n
t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d
o p e n e d  h i s  b u s i n e s s ,  h e
t r a v e l l e d  b y  s h i p  a n d
t r a i n  a n d  h e  t o l d  a b o u t
h i s  t r a v e l s  i n  t h e  l e t t e r
b e l o w  .  .  .  
 
A x e l  B i e l k e  w r o t e  a
l e t t e r  t o  h i s  p a r e n t s
J o h a n  a n d  S o p h i a  i n
S w e d i s h  a n d  t h e
o r i g i n a l  l e t t e r  w a s
t r a n s c r i b e d  b y  D r.
P e t e r s o n .  P o r t i o n s  o f
t h a t  l e t t e r  a r e  l i s t e d
b e l o w.



“ D e a r  P a r e n t s ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  4 / 4 / 1 8 9 2 ”

L e t  u s  s t a r t  w i t h  t h e  t r i p  t o  G ö t e b o r g .  W e  b o a r d e d  t h e  s h i p  i n  G ö t e b o r g ,  t h e  2 1 s t
o f  M a r c h  a t  1 1 : 3 0 .  I t  i s  u n p l e a s a n t  o n  b o a r d ,  w o r s e  t h a n  a  t r a n s p o r t  o f  a n i m a l s ,
e v e r y b o d y  s l e e p s  i n  o n e  r o o m ,  f o u r  o r  f i v e  i n  e v e r y  b u n k .  H o r r i b l e .  O n e  o ’ c l o c k ,  w e
l e f t  G ö t e b o r g ,  a l l  s t a n d i n g ,  d i f f e r e n t  e x p r e s s i o n s  a r o u n d  m e ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  u g l y  a n d
d r u n k .  

I n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n ,  w e  s a w  t h e  l a s t  o f  S w e d e n  w i t h  m i x e d  f e e l i n g s .  I n  t h e  e v e n i n g ,
t r i e d  s o m e  d i s h w a t e r  t h a t  t h e y  c a l l e d  t e a .  L a t e r ,  t h e r e  w a s  d a n c i n g  o n  t h e  d e c k  –
b e d t i m e  n i n e  o ’ c l o c k .  S l e e p  w a s  b a d  a s  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s .  T h e  2 2 n d  w o k e  u p  f r o m  a n
u n p l e a s a n t  s p l a s h i n g  s o u n d .  L o o k e d  a n d  f o u n d  h a l f  o f  t h e  i m m i g r a n t s  t h r o w i n g  u p .
I  h u r r i e d  u p  o n  d e c k ,  m y s e l f  f e e l i n g  g o o d .
 
D u r i n g  t h e  d a y ,  t h e  s i c k  b e c a m e  b e t t e r ,  t h e  w e a t h e r  w a s  n i c e .  T h e  2 3 r d  b e g a n  a s
t h e  d a y  b e f o r e ,  w e  s a w  l a n d  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  L o t s  o f  m e r r i m e n t  o n  b o a r d .  L a n d e d
o n  G r i m s b y  s e v e n  o ’ c l o c k  i n  t h e  e v e n i n g .  W e  h a d  t o  s l e e p  o n  b o a r d .  T h e  2 4 t h  u p  a t
f o u r  o ’ c l o c k  g e t t i n g  r e a d y  a n d  s t a r t e d  t o  g o  t h r o u g h  c u s t o m s  a t  s e v e n  o ’ c l o c k .  I  t r y
t o  k e e p  a  s t i f f  u p p e r  l i p ,  t e n  o ’ c l o c k  w e  h a d  f o o d .  E l e v e n  o ’ c l o c k  s t a r t e d  o u r  t r i p
a c r o s s  E n g l a n d  b y  i m m i g r a n t  t r a i n  w i t h  s p e e d  q u i t e  u n u s u a l  c o m p a r e d  t o  o l d
S w e d e n .  S p r i n g  h a s  a r r i v e d  i n  E n g l a n d  w a r m  a n d  p l e a s a n t .  T h r e e - t h i r t y  i n
L i v e r p o o l  a n d  t o  h o t e l .  

I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  w e  w e r e  i n f o r m e d  t h a t  f o r t y  p e o p l e  m u s t  s t a y .  I  p r o t e s t e d  a n d
t h o u g h t  a b o u t  b u y i n g  a  s e c o n d  c l a s s  t i c k e t  b e c a u s e  I  w a n t e d  t o  l e a v e ,  b u t  l u c k y
e n o u g h  I  d i d n ’ t  h a v e  t o .  P o o r  a c c o m m o d a t i o n s  i n  L i v e r p o o l ,  t h r e e  i n  e v e r y  b e d ,  c o l d
a n d  u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  e i g h t e e n  i n  e v e r y  r o o m .  T h e  2 5 t h  a t  s i x  o ’ c l o c k  w e  s t a r t e d
a g a i n  t h r o u g h  t h e  h a r b o r ,  h a d  t o  w a i t  s i x  h o u r s  s t a n d i n g  u p  t o  g e t  m a t t r e s s e s  a n d
k n a p s a c k s .  F i n a l l y  b o a r d i n g  t h e  s h i p ,  p u s h i n g  a n d  s h o v i n g ,  e v e r y o n e  h a d  t o  h e l p
h i m s e l f .  L e f t  o l d  E n g l a n d  o n e - t h i r t y .  I n  t h e  e v e n i n g  s i g h t e d  a n  i s l a n d .  T h e  2 6 t h
w e  r e c e i v e d  f i v e  h u n d r e d  I r i s h  o n  b o a r d ,  d i r t y  a n d  u n p l e a s a n t .  S a w  t h e  l a s t  o f
l a n d  a n d  s t a r t e d  t h e  t r i p  a c r o s s  t h e  P o n d .  

T h e  2 7 t h .  n i c e  w e a t h e r ,  c a l m  s e a ,  a l l  h e a l t h y  a n d  q u i t e  p l e a s a n t .  F o o d  a l m o s t
i m p o s s i b l e  t o  e a t ,  a n d  t o  t h a t  a d d  h a r d t a c k ,  n o t  v e r y  g o o d  c o f f e e  o r  t e a  o f  t h e
l o w e s t  q u a l i t y .  M e a t  p o o r ,  p o t a t o  t h e  s a m e  a n d  t h a t  w a s  a l l  w e  g o t .  I  a n d  a
c o u p l e  o f  b o y s  w e n t  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h r e e  g i r l s  t o  s h a r e  o u r  f o o d  w e  h a d  w i t h  u s ,
m a d e  c o f f e e  f o r  o u r s e l v e s  a n d  b o u g h t  w h a t  w e  w e r e  m i s s i n g .  T h e  2 8 t h  s t i l l  n i c e
w e a t h e r ,  a  d a y  l i k e  y e s t e r d a y .  N i c e  a n d  c l e a n  o n  b o a r d ,  1 4 6 3  i m m i g r a n t s ,
i n c l u d i n g  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  c l a s s .  T h e  2 9 t h  d a y  s h i p  s t a r t e d  t o  r o l l ,  h a r d  h e a d w i n d ,
s e a  s i c k n e s s  s t a r t e d ,  l e s s  p l e a s a n t ,  I  m y s e l f  h e a l t h y .  T h e  3 0 t h  a n d  3 1 s t  t e r r i b l e
s t o r m  a l m o s t  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  s t a y  i n  t h e  b u n k s .



W e  l a i d  i n  o u r  b u n k s  a n d  l a u g h e d  a b o u t  h o w  t h i n g s  s t a r t e d  m o v i n g  f r o m  o n e
c a b i n  t o  a n o t h e r  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  s t o r m .  B u t  t h e  l a u g h i n g  s t o p p e d  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g
b e c a u s e  w e  h a d  a  c o r p s e  o n  b o a r d ,  a n  o l d  w o m a n  f r o m  K a l m a r  h a d  d i e d  d u r i n g
t h e  n i g h t .  

T h e  3 1 s t  s t i l l  b a d  s t o r m ,  f u n e r a l  a t  e l e v e n  o ’ c l o c k .  T h e  d a y  w e n t  s l o w  a n d  m a n y
c u r s e d  t h e  d a y  w h e n  h e  o r  s h e  l e f t  h o m e .  I  w a s  f o r t u n a t e l y  h e a l t h y  a n d  c o u l d
h e l p  t h e  s i c k .  I t  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  b e  a  d o c t o r  o n  b o a r d ,  b u t  h e  s e e m s  t o  b e  o n l y
f o r  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  c l a s s .  A p r i l  1 s t  t h e  w e a t h e r  s o m e w h a t  b e t t e r ,  t h i n k i n g  a b o u t
h o m e  a s  t h i s  w a s  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e  E a s t e r .  W e  c e l e b r a t e d  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e  E a s t e r
w i t h  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  b y  e a t i n g  p i e  a n d  p a s t r y .  E n g l i s h m e n  a n d  A m e r i c a n s  d o
n o t  c e l e b r a t e  h o l i d a y s .  A p r i l  2 n d  E a s t e r ,  l i s t e n e d  t o  a  C a t h o l i c  s e r v i c e .  A p r i l
3 r d  s i g h t e d  l a n d  a t  1 0  o ’ c l o c k .  

A r r i v i n g  i n  N e w  Y o r k  l i k e  t h e  i n l e t  t o  S t o c k h o l m ,  v e r y  i m p r e s s i v e  a n d  d o c k e d  a t
s e v e n  o ’ c l o c k .  O n l y  t h e  f i r s t  a n d  s e c o n d  c l a s s  a l l o w e d  t o  g o  a s h o r e .  A p r i l  4 t h
e i g h t  o ’ c l o c k  w e  s t a r t e d  t o  d i s e m b a r k - t h r o u g h  c u s t o m s  a n d  t h e n  t h e  f e r r y  t o
C a s t l e  G a r d e n s ,  a n  i s l a n d  w h e r e  w e  w e r e  s o r t e d  a n d  c l o s e d  u p  i n  c a g e s .  T h e y
w h o  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  t h e  t r i p  w e r e  s h u t  i n  c a g e s .  
 
T h e  r e s t ,  i n c l u d i n g  m e ,  w e n t  o n  a  n o  c h a r g e  f e r r y  t o  N e w  Y o r k .  W e n t  o n  m y  o w n
t o  g e t  l o d g i n g  a n d  w a s  q u i t e  s u c c e s s f u l .  A m  l i v i n g  i n  a  S w e d i s h  h o t e l  w i t h
S w e d i s h  e m p l o y e e s .  B u t  t h e  r e a l  S w e d i s h  h o t e l s  a r e  p a l a c e s  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e s e .
C o s t  $ 5  a  w e e k  i n c l u d i n g  f o o d  w h i c h  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  c h e a p .  I  h a v e  l o o k e d  o v e r  t h e
c i t y  a n d  i t  i s  q u i t e  n i c e .  I  t h i n k  I  w i l l  f i t  i n  h e r e .  

A p r i l  5 t h  h a v e  b e e n  a r o u n d  s o m e w h a t  b u t  n o t  y e t  t o  S a n d s t r ö m ,  H e  l i v e s  a
q u a r t e r  o f  a  S w e d i s h  m i l e  u p  i n  t h e  c i t y  ( g o i n g  t o  v i s i t ) .  I  w i l l  p u t  a n  a d  i n
p a p e r  o n  m y  o w n  l o o k i n g  f o r  w o r k .  I  t h i n k  I  w i l l  l i k e  i t  h e r e .  I  w i l l  w r i t e  s o o n
w h e n  I  g e t  a  j o b .  M a n y ,  m a n y  g r e e t i n g s  f r o m  A x e l  t o  f a t h e r ,  m o t h e r ,  b r o t h e r s
a n d  f r i e n d s .  I f  f a t h e r  w r i t e s  t h e  a d d r e s s  i s  A x e l  L a g e r s t a m ,  G r e e n w i c h  S T  4 ,
N e w  Y o r k ,  N o r t h  A m e r i k a .

No t e :  C a s t l e  G a r d e n  w a s  t h e  i m m i g r a t i o n  s t a t i o n
o p e r a t e d  i n  N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e  n e a r  t h e  B a t t e r y  t o  h e l p
n e w  p e o p l e  g e t  s t a r t e d  o n  t h e i r  n e w  l i f e .  B y  1 8 9 0 ,
t h e  f l o w  o f  i m m i g r a n t s  h a d  r e a c h e d  o v e r  7  m i l l i o n  a n d
7 0 0  t h o u s a n d .  C o n d i t i o n s  a t  t h e  f a c i l i t y  h a d  b e c o m e
s o  o v e r t a x e d  a  s u b s i d i a r y  d e p o t  w a s  o p e n e d  o n
Wa r d s  I s l a n d  i n  t h e  E a s t  R i v e r .  J a n u a r y  1 ,  1 8 9 2 ,  t h e
F e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o p e n e d  E l l i s  I s l a n d  t o  r e p l a c e
t h e  s t a t e  d e p o t  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n s i o n  t o  s c r e e n  o u t  t h o s e
d e e m e d  u n d e s i r a b l e  o r  n o t  a c c e p t a b l e  f o r  o n e  r e a s o n
o r  a n o t h e r  o r  t o  b e  r e t u r n e d .  T h e  l u c k y  o n e s  w a l k e d
i n t o  t h e  R e c e p t i o n  H a l l  w h e r e  m a n y  w e r e  r e u n i t e d
w i t h  f r i e n d s  o r  r e l a t i o n s  w h o  h a d  p r o c e e d e d  t h e m .
A x e l  d i d  l a n d  a n d  d i d  c o m e  t h r o u g h  t h e  n e w l y  o p e n e d
f a c i l i t y.
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT

T h e  S o u t h p o r t  H i g h w a y  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  b e g u n  a n  e a r l y  s t a r t  o n  t r e e  t r i m m i n g
a n d  r e m o v a l  t h i s  y e a r.  T h i s  p r o g r a m  c o n s i s t s  o f  r e m o v i n g  d e a d  a n d  d i s e a s e d
t r e e s  a n d  t h e  t r i m m i n g  o f  h e a l t h y  t r e e s  w i t h i n  t h e  To w n ’ s  “ r i g h t - o f - w a y ” .  T h i s
r i g h t  o f  w a y  i s  m e a s u r e d  2 5 ’  f r o m  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  a n y  t o w n  r o a d  o r  s t r e e t .  
 
J u s t  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t  n o  n e w  t r e e  p l a n t i n g s  a r e  a l l o w e d  w i t h i n  t h e  To w n ’ s
r i g h t - o f - w a y.  S o  s h o u l d  a  m a t u r e  t r e e  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h a t  s p a c e  p l e a s e  d o
n o t  p l a n t  a  n e w  t r e e  i n  i t s  p l a c e  b u t  r a t h e r  o n  t h e  h o m e  s i d e  o f  t h e  s i d e w a l k
o r  o u t s i d e  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  l i m i t .
 
S e a s o n a l  m a i n t e n a n c e  i s  u n d e r w a y  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  c l e a r i n g  r o a d s i d e  d e b r i s ,
i n s p e c t i n g  c u l v e r t s  a n d  d r a i n a g e  s y s t e m s  a n d  r e p a i r i n g  p o t h o l e s  f r o m  w i n t e r
d a m a g e .  
 
S o m e  r e s i d e n t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  w a r m e r  s e a s o n  a r e :

K e e p  m a i l b o x e s  c l e a r  a n d  p r o p e r l y  s e c u r e d .
A v o i d  p l a c i n g  t r a s h ,  b r u s h ,  o r  l a n d s c a p i n g  m a t e r i a l s  i n  t h e  r o a d w a y.
Tr i m  v e g e t a t i o n  t h a t  o b s t r u c t s  v i s i b i l i t y  n e a r  i n t e r s e c t i o n s

W e  w o u l d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  r e m i n d  r e s i d e n t s  n o t  t o  b l o w  y a r d  w a s t e  i n t o  t h e
r o a d w a y,  t h i s  d e b r i s  p l u g s  u p  t h e  s t o r m  d r a i n s  c a u s i n g  n u m e r o u s  d r a i n a g e
p r o b l e m s .
 
O n e  o f  t h e  m a i n  p r o j e c t s  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y  d e p a r t m e n t  t h i s  y e a r  w i l l  b e  t h e
r e p l a c e m e n t  o f  t h e  K i n n e r  H i l l  b o x  c u l v e r t .  R o a d  p r o j e c t s  f o r  2 0 2 6  a r e
c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  e v a l u a t e d  o n  n e e d  a n d  f u n d i n g  a v a i l a b i l i t y.
 
A l s o ,  w i t h  t h e  w a r m e r  s e a s o n  c o m e s  r o a d  r e p a i r  p l e a s e  r e m e m b e r  t o  s l o w
d o w n  i n  w o r k  z o n e s ,  w a t c h  f o r  f l a g g e r s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  k e e p  a  s a f e
d i s t a n c e  f r o m  h i g h w a y  v e h i c l e s .
 
T h e  H i g h w a y  D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  b e  r e p l a c i n g  t w o  s i n g l e  a x l e  d u m p  t r u c k s  t h i s
y e a r,  t h e s e  t r u c k s  a r e  o v e r  2 0  y e a r s  o l d .  O n e  i s  b e i n g  f u n d e d  b y  N Y S
C o n s o l i d a t e d  H i g h w a y  ( C H I P ’ s )  m o n e y  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i s  b e i n g  p u r c h a s e d  b y
t h e  t o w n  w i t h  t h e  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  a  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0  g r a n t  f r o m  U S D A ( U . S .  D e p t .  o f
A g r i c u l t u r e ) .
 
A s  a l w a y s ,  t h e  H i g h w a y  D e p a r t m e n t  h a s  a n  o p e n  d o o r  p o l i c y,  p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t
w i t h  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o n c e r n s  a s  w e  a r e  a c c o u n t a b l e  t o  o u r  t a x p a y e r s  a n d
a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  r e s i d e n t  s a t i s f a c t i o n .

 Steven E. Renko
Highway Superintendent



M a r c h  2 0 2 6

-  Tu e s d a y,  M a r c h  2 7 t h -  S t .  P a t r i c k ’ s  D a y  w e
h a d  a  v i r t u a l  6 0 - m i n u t e  t o u r  t o  D u b l i n ,  I r e l a n d
h e l d  a t  o u r  C h a p e l  P a r k  S e n i o r  C e n t e r .
    
-  Tu e s d a y,  M a r c h  2 4 t h  a t  1 : 3 0 p m  w i l l  h o s t  a
v i r t u a l  t o u r  t o  Ve n i c e  I t a l y  a n d  T h u r s d a y,
M a r c h  2 6 t h  a t  11 : 0 0 a m  w i l l  b e  t o u r i n g
G d a n s k ,  P o l a n d .   
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PLAYGROUNDS & PATHWAYS

THANK YOU, 
        

                 Director; Parks and Recreation 
                 Town of Southport

I v a n  Pu r i f o y

A P R I L  2 0 2 6

-  O n  A p r i l  4 t h  a t  11 : 0 0 a m  s h a r p  w e  w i l l  h o l d
o u r  a n n u a l  To w n  o f  S o u t h p o r t  E a s t e r  E g g  H u n t .
 
-  O n  A p r i l  1 8 t h  w e  a r e  h o l d i n g  o u r  2 n d  a n n u a l
B o w l i n g  F u n d r a i s e r  i n  w h i c h  m o n e y  r a i s e d  w i l l
g o  t o w a r d s  o u r  S u m m e r  P a r k s  P r o g r a m .  T h i s
m o n e y  w i l l  h e l p  w i t h  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  t o
f a m i l i e s  i n  n e e d  i n  t h e  To w n  o f  S o u t h p o r t .  S o ,
p l e a s e  c o m e  o u t  s u p p o r t  a  g r e a t  c a u s e  a n d
p a r t i c i p a t e  a n d  o r  r e a c h  o u t  t o  I v a n  P u r i f o y,
D i r e c t o r  o f  P a r k s  a n d  R e c r e a t i o n  i n  M a y  a b o u t
f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .

J U N E  2 0 2 6

-  O n  J u n e  1 s t  w e  w i l l  o p e n  s i g n -
u p s  f o r  o u r  S u m m e r  P a r k s
P r o g r a m  f o r  C h a p e l  a n d  G o o d w i n
P a r k .

-  $ 4 5  p e r  c h i l d ,  s i x  w e e k s
p r o g r a m  s t a r t i n g  J u l y  6 t h  e n d s
A u g u s t  1 4 t h ,  M o n d a y - F r i d a y  f r o m
9 : 0 0 a m - 2 : 4 5 p m .



D e a r  S o u t h p o r t  R e s i d e n t s ,

A s  w e  m o v e  i n t o  t h e  s p r i n g  s e a s o n s ,  t h e  A s s e s s o r ’ s  O f f i c e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s h a r e
i m p o r t a n t  u p d a t e s  a n d  r e m i n d e r s  r e g a r d i n g  p r o p e r t y  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  e x e m p t i o n s ,
a n d  u p c o m i n g  d e a d l i n e s .
 
P R O P E R T Y  A S S E S S M E N T S

T h e  A s s e s s o r ’ s  O f f i c e  c o n t i n u e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  f a i r  a n d  e q u i t a b l e  p r o p e r t y
a s s e s s m e n t s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  To w n  o f  S o u t h p o r t .  O u r  g o a l  i s  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l
p r o p e r t i e s  a r e  a s s e s s e d  a t  a  u n i f o r m  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  m a r k e t  v a l u e  i n  
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A S S E S S O R ’ S  O F F I C E

a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  N e w  Yo r k
S t a t e  R e a l  P r o p e r t y  Ta x
L a w.

I f  y o u  h a v e  r e c e n t l y
p u r c h a s e d  p r o p e r t y,
c o m p l e t e d  r e n o v a t i o n s ,  o r
e x p e r i e n c e d  c h a n g e s  t h a t
m a y  a f f e c t  y o u r  a s s e s s m e n t ,
p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  o u r  o f f i c e  t o
e n s u r e  y o u r  p r o p e r t y  r e c o r d
i s  a c c u r a t e .
 

 T E N TAT I V E  A S S E S S M E N T  R O L L

T h e  Te n t a t i v e  A s s e s s m e n t  R o l l  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u b l i c  i n c p s e c t i o n  o n  M a y,
1 s t ,  2 0 2 6 .  Yo u  m a y  r e v i e w  y o u r  p r o p e r t y  a s s e s s m e n t  o n l i n e  o r  i n  p e r s o n  a t  t h e
A s s e s s o r ’ s  O f f i c e  d u r i n g  r e g u l a r  b u s i n e s s  h o u r s .

G R I E VA N C E  D AY

I f  y o u  b e l i e v e  y o u r  p r o p e r t y  a s s e s s m e n t  i s  i n c o r r e c t ,  y o u  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  t o
f i l e  a  f o r m a l  c o m p l a i n t .

G r i e v a n c e  D a y  i s  s c h e d u l e d  f o r :  M a y,  1 6 t h ,  2 0 2 6

A p p o i n t m e n t s  a r e  r e c o m m e n d e d .  F o r m s  a n d  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e
o n  t h e  To w n  w e b s i t e  o r  a t  o u r  o f f i c e .



P R O P E R T Y  TA X  E X E M P T I O N S

R e s i d e n t s  m a y  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  v a r i o u s  e x e m p t i o n s  t h a t  c a n  r e d u c e  p r o p e r t y
t a x e s .  C o m m o n  e x e m p t i o n s  i n c l u d e :

S TA R  ( S c h o o l  Ta x  R e l i e f )
E n h a n c e d  S t a r  f o r  s e n i o r s
Ve t e r a n s  E x e m p t i o n
S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s  E x e m p t i o n s
A g r i c u l t u r a l  E x e m p t i o n s

To w n  o f  S o u t h p o r t  A s s e s s o r ’ s  O f f i c e
P h o n e :  6 0 7 - 7 3 4 - 4 4 2 4
O f f i c e  H o u r s :  Tu e s d a y  &  T h u r s d a y  8 : 0 0 A M  –  4 : 0 0 P M

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o  p r o v i d i n g  t r a n s p a r e n t
a n d  h e l p f u l  s e r v i c e  t o  a l l  S o u t h p o r t  r e s i d e n t s .

S i n c e r e l y,

Dav e  Re g e r

A s s e s s o r
To w n  o f  S o u t h p o r t

A S S E S S O R ’ S  O F F I C E

D e a d l i n e  t o  a p p l y  f o r
e x e m p t i o n s :  M a r c h  1 s t  e v e r y
y e a r

I f  y o u  m i s s e d  t h e  d e a d l i n e  t h i s
y e a r,  w e  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  t o
p r e p a r e  f o r  n e x t  y e a r ’ s  f i l i n g .
 
W e ’ r e  H e r e  t o  H e l p !

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s
a b o u t  y o u r  a s s e s s m e n t ,
e x e m p t i o n s ,  o r  t h e  g r i e v a n c e
p r o c e s s ,  p l e a s e  r e a c h  o u t :



H i g h  G r a s s  a n d  U s e  o f  t h e  To w n ’ s  B r u s h  L o t  I t ’ s  t i m e  t o  m o w  t h e  g r a s s  a n d
t r i m  t h e  w e e d s  a n d  b r u s h  a g a i n .  G r a s s  s h a l l  b e  k e p t  u n d e r  1 0  i n c h e s  t a l l
p e r  To w n  C o d e .  W h e n  y o u  m o w  t h e  l a w n ,  p l e a s e  d o n ’ t  p l a c e  t h e  c l i p p i n g s
i n t o  t h e  r o a d w a y.  G r a s s  c a n  b l o c k  s t o r m  d r a i n s  a n d  l e a d  t o  f l o o d i n g  w h e n  i t
r a i n s .

P A G E  N I N E  |  S O U T H P O R T

Yo u  c a n  t a k e  g r a s s  c l i p p i n g s ,
l e a v e s ,  l i m b s ,  s h r u b s ,  f l o w e r s
a n d  g a r d e n  v e g e t a t i o n  t o  t h e
To w n ’ s  B r u s h  L o t  o n  B o b  M a s i a
D r i v e .  I t  i s  o p e n  o n  s e l e c t  d a y s
t o  t h e  To w n  o f  S o u t h p o r t
r e s i d e n t s  o n l y.  To  f i n d  t h e  d a y s
a n d  h o u r s  o f  o p e r a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  g o
t o  w w w. t o w n o f s o u t h p o r t . c o m
w e b s i t e .  P r o h i b i t e d  i t e m s  i n c l u d e
r o c k s ,  g a r b a g e  a n d  w o o d
p r o d u c t s .  C o m m e r c i a l
l a n d s c a p e r s  a n d  t r e e  s e r v i c e s
c o m p a n i e s  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  f r o m
u s i n g  t h e  l o t .  I f  y o u  n o t i c e  a n y
i l l e g a l  d u m p i n g  a t  t h e  b r u s h  l o t
g i v e  u s  a  c a l l  ( 6 0 7 )  7 3 7 - 5 2 6 8 .  

m o n i t o r  t h e  l o t  a n d  w e  w i l l  c o n t i n u e
t o  p r o s e c u t e  v i o l a t o r s .  S u c h
v i o l a t i o n s  a r e  p u n i s h a b l e  b y  p a y i n g
a  f i n e  o r  i m p r i s o n m e n t  o r  b o t h .

R e m e m b e r  t h e r e  i s  n o  b u r n i n g  o f
b r u s h  f r o m  M a r c h  1 5 t h  t o  M a y  1 5 t h .
O p e n  b u r n i n g  i s  t h e  l a r g e s t  c a u s e
o f  s p r i n g  w i l d f i r e s  i n  N e w  Yo r k
S t a t e .  W h e n  p a s t  f a l l ' s  d e b r i s  a n d
l e a v e s  d r y  o u t ,  w i l d f i r e s  c a n  s t a r t
a n d  s p r e a d  e a s i l y.  W i l d f i r e s  a r e
f u e l e d  b y  w i n d s  a n d  a  l a c k  o f  g r e e n
v e g e t a t i o n .

V i d e o  c a m e r a s  h a v e  b e e n  i n s t a l l e d  t o  h e l p   
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Peter Rocchi
Code Enforcement Officer

YA R D  S A L E S  

T h e r e  i s  a  n e w  o r d i n a n c e
r e g a r d i n g  Ya r d  S a l e s  u n d e r
S e c t i o n  5 2 5 - 1 3 4 .  A r e s i d e n t  o f
t h e  t o w n  m a y  c o n d u c t  a  s a l e  a t
t h e i r  d w e l l i n g  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e
( 3 )  t i m e s  p e r  c a l e n d a r  y e a r,
l i m i t e d  t o  t w o  ( 2 )  c o n s e c u t i v e
d a y s  i n  d u r a t i o n  a n d  n o t  m o r e
t h a n  t e n  ( 1 0 )  h o u r s  e a c h  d a y.  A l l
s i g n s  m u s t  b e  r e m o v e d  w i t h i n  2 4
h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  s a l e .  T h e
d e f i n i t i o n  o f  “ y a r d  s a l e ”  m e a n s  

A l l  s a l e s  e n t i t l e d  “ y a r d  s a l e , ”
“ g a r a g e  s a l e , ”  “ l a w n  s a l e , ”  “ a t t i c
s a l e , ”  “ r u m m a g e  s a l e , ”  o r  a n y  o t h e r
s i m i l a r  s a l e  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y.  I t
d o e s  n o t  i n c l u d e  a u c t i o n s  o r  e s t a t e
s a l e s  c o n d u c t e d  b y  p r o f e s s i o n a l
a u c t i o n e e r s .  A y a r d  s a l e  i s  n o t
p e r m i t t e d  i n  a  b u s i n e s s  o r
c o m m e r c i a l  l o c a t i o n  o r  a n y w h e r e
t h a t  i t  i s  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  z o n i n g ,
e x c e p t  a s  a u t h o r i z e d  u n d e r  a  s i t e
p l a n .  C h e c k  w i t h  t h e  C h e m u n g
C o u n t y  H e a l t h  D e p a r t m e n t  i f  y o u
p l a n  t o  s e l l  f o o d  a t  y o u r  s a l e .



T OW N  C L E R K ’ S
O F F I C E

T h e  To w n  C l e r k ’ s  O f f i c e  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l
g o v e r n m e n t .  T h i s  i s  t h e  o f f i c e  t h a t  i s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  r e c o r d i n g  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s
o f  t h e  To w n  B o a r d  a n d  t h e i r  m e e t i n g s  a n d  i s  t h e  c e n t r a l  p l a c e  f o r  a l l  t o w n
r e c o r d s  t o  b e  f i l e d .  T h e  To w n  C l e r k  b y  l a w  i s  t h e  R e c o r d s  M a n a g e m e n t  O f f i c e r ,
P u b l i c  I n f o r m a t i o n  R e c o r d s  O f f i c e r ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  i s s u i n g  m a r r i a g e  l i c e n s e s ,
i s s u i n g  c o n s e r v a t i o n  l i c e n s e s ,  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r m i t s ,  d o g  l i c e n s e s ,  e t c .  T h e
To w n  C l e r k  m a y  e x e c u t e  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  O a t h  o f  O f f i c e  t o  a l l  m u n i c i p a l
o f f i c e r s  s e r v i n g  t h e m .  
 
S i n c e  t h e  w e a t h e r  i s  g e t t i n g  w a r m e r,  w e  w i l l  t o u c h  o n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s u b j e c t s :
 
D O G  L I C E N S I N G
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E v e r y  d o g ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  a g e ,
o w n e d  o r  h a r b o r e d  i n  N e w  Yo r k
S t a t e  f o r  l o n g e r  t h a n  3 0  d a y s
m u s t  b e  l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  t o w n ,
c i t y  o r  v i l l a g e  w h e r e  t h e  d o g  i s
b e i n g  h a r b o r e d .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g
a r e  t h e  o n l y  l i c e n s e
e x e m p t i o n s :  
D o g s  u n d e r  f o u r  m o n t h s  -  I f  t h e
d o g  i s  u n d e r  f o u r  m o n t h s  o f  a g e
a n d  n o t  r u n n i n g - a t - l a r g e  ( o f f  t h e
o w n e r ’ s  p r e m i s e s )
N o n - r e s i d e n t  d o g s  -  I f  a  n o n -
r e s i d e n t  b r i n g s  a  d o g  i n t o  N e w
Yo r k  S t a t e  f o r  l e s s  t h a n  3 0  d a y s
a n d  t h e  d o g  i s  l i c e n s e d
a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t
s t a t e ’ s  l i c e n s i n g  l a w s .  

R e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  To w n  m a y  l i c e n s e  t h e i r  d o g s  i n  p e r s o n  a t  t h e  To w n
C l e r k ’ s  o f f i c e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  s p a y / n e u t e r
c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  p r o o f  o f  c u r r e n t  r a b i e s  v a c c i n a t i o n .



t h e  m o n t h  o f  A u g u s t  2 0 2 6 .  T h e  s a m e  f o r m a t  a s  l a s t  y e a r  w i l l  b e  f o l l o w e d  f o r
t h i s  p r o g r a m  w h i c h  w i l l  i n c l u d e  p i c k i n g  u p  y o u r  v o u c h e r  a t  t h e  To w n  C l e r k ’ s
o f f i c e  w i t h  p r o p e r  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  ( D r i v e r ’ s  L i c e n s e  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  a  u t i l i t y  b i l l  o r
t a x  b i l l ) .  T h e  C l e r k ’ s  o f f i c e  w i l l  b e g i n  t o  i s s u e  v o u c h e r s  o n  M o n d a y,  J u l y  1 3 t h
w i t h  d i s p o s a l  d a t e s  b e g i n n i n g  t h e  f i r s t  w e e k  o f  A u g u s t .  T h e s e  v o u c h e r s  w i l l  b e
i s s u e d  o n  a  f i r s t  c o m e  f i r s t  s e r v e  b a s i s  a n d  y o u  m u s t  u s e  t h e  v o u c h e r  i n  t h e
w e e k  t h a t  i t  i s  i s s u e d  f o r .  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i l l  b e  h a n d e d  o u t  w h e n  y o u  c o m e
i n  t o  p i c k  u p  t h e  v o u c h e r  t h a t  o u t l i n e s  t h e  d a y s ,  h o u r s  a n d  w h a t  i s  a c c e p t a b l e
f o r  d i s p o s a l .
 

T OW N  C L E R K ’ S
O F F I C E

Carolyn Renko
Southport Town Clerk

P A G E  T W E L V E  |  S O U T H P O R T

F i s h i n g  s e a s o n  o p e n e d  i n  N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e  o n
A p r i l  1 s t .  F i s h i n g  l i c e n s e s  a r e  v a l i d  f o r  a  f u l l
y e a r  ( 3 6 5  d a y s )  f r o m  t h e  d a t e  o f  p u r c h a s e ,  t h e
f e e  f o r  t h e  l i c e n s e  i s  $ 2 5 . 0 0  ( r e s i d e n t ,  a g e s  1 6 -
6 9 )  a n d  $ 5 . 0 0  f o r  a  r e s i d e n t  s e n i o r .  A n o n -
r e s i d e n t  f i s h i n g  l i c e n s e  c a n  b e  p u r c h a s e d  f o r
$ 5 0 . 0 0 .  F r e e  f i s h i n g  d a y s  f o r  2 0 2 6  w i l l  b e  J u n e
2 7 - 2 8 ,  S e p t e m b e r  2 6 t h  a n d  N o v e m b e r  11 t h ,
a n y o n e  c a n  f i s h  t h e  f r e s h  o r  m a r i n e  w a t e r s  o f
N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e  a n d  n o  l i c e n s e  i s  r e q u i r e d .

T h e  To w n  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  C h e m u n g  C o u n t y
w i l l  b e  o f f e r i n g  t h e  Tr a s h  d i s p o s a l  P r o g r a m  f o r  

I  a m  v e r y  p l e a s e d  t o  m a k e  o u r
r e s i d e n t s  a w a r e  o f  t h e  m a n y
c o m p l i m e n t s  a b o u t  o u r  s t a f f  a n d
t h e  l e v e l  o f  c u s t o m e r  s e r v i c e
t h e y  p r o v i d e .  O u r  e m p l o y e e s
a l w a y s  s t r i v e  t o  b e  c o u r t e o u s ,
h e l p f u l  a n d  p r o a c t i v e  i n
s i t u a t i o n s .  I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y
q u e s t i o n s  o r  c o n c e r n s ,  p l e a s e
c o n t a c t  m e  a t  6 0 7 - 7 3 7 - 5 2 7 0  o r
b y  e - m a i l  a t
c r e n k o @ t o w n o f s o u t h p o r t . c o m .


