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Dear Residents and Visitors,

On behalf of the town council, it is my great pleasure to welcome you to our vibrant and
close-knit community. Our town is rich in history, brimming with natural beauty, and fueled
by an unwavering sense of togetherness.

Whether you are a long-time resident or a first-time visitor, you will find an array of
activities, local businesses, and community events that contribute to the unique charm of
our town. We are committed to fostering a safe, inclusive, and thriving environment for
everyone. Thank you for being a part of our community, and we look forward to seeing you
around town!

Warm regards,

Town Supervisor
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BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE 
The Town of Southport Comprehensive Plan

As the Town of Southport continues to grow and evolve, it's important to have
a clear vision for the future. This is where a Comprehensive Plan comes in
which serves as a guide that helps shape the future of our community,
ensuring that it remains a great place to live, work, and play for generations
to come. The Town is currently working on that Plan.

More specifically, a Comprehensive Plan is a long-term strategy that outlines
the community's goals, policies, and actions related to land use,
transportation, housing, parks, economic development, and more. It is
essentially a roadmap that guides decisions about how the town should grow,
develop, and maintain its character. It serves as a tool for both current and
future leaders to make informed decisions that balance the needs of the
community while preserving our unique character.

Developing a comprehensive plan is a long-term process and it will take a
little over a year to complete… hopefully by March of 2026. It is a thoughtful
process that requires input from residents, businesses, local leaders,

education, not for profits, and
others. The plan is developed
through a series of activities
including:

Data Collection and Analysis:
Demographic trends, land use
patterns, infrastructure needs,
and environmental
considerations are studied.



BUILDING A BETTER FUTURE 
The Town of Southport Comprehensive Plan

Community Engagement: The open community survey and four public
visioning sessions in August will allow residents to share their thoughts,
concerns, and ideas. These results are the foundation of the plan, the better
the input the better the plan. The survey is accessible online on the Town’s
website or can be picked in paper format at the Town Hall. The sessions will be
hosted every Wednesday in August at the fire halls: 

Wednesday August 6th, 2025 from 5-7 P.M., at Pine City Fire Hall
Wednesday August 13th, 2025 from 5-7 P.M., at Webbs Mills Fire Hall
Wednesday August 20th, 2025 from 6-8 P.M., at Southport Fire Hall

Wednesday August 27th, 2025 from 6-8 P.M., at Golden Glow Fire Hall

Visioning and Goal Setting:
The community’s long-term
vision and goals are defined.

Drafting the Plan: A team of
planners and a planning
committee and a planning
review committee work to
create a draft of the plan.

Adoption: The final plan is
adopted by the Town.

The plan will ultimately reflect the Town’s values and aspirations, and
participation is important for a successful outcome. Please try to attend
public meetings or complete a survey so your voice can be heard and
contribute to the Town’s future.

P A G E  F O U R  |  S O U T H P O R T
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SOUTHPORT HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

SOUTHPORT’S WOOLEN AND KNITTING MILLS

Southport has a fascinating history, lumbering was the first big industry in Southport. By 1840
there were 18 sawmills. Other early businesses included tanneries, saw, woolen and grist
mills, canning factory, and cheese factory. Southport was the top farming town in Chemung
County with 375 farms. Tobacco became a major crop in the late 1800’s, but the article
shared here concerns the story of Southport’s woolen and knitting mills.

Evans and produced coverlets and rugs until 1877.

Virginia McEloy, former Southport Historian, owned one of the
coverlets with the name Susan Besley woven into it. Susan
Besley was Virginia’s great, great grandmother. The coverlet
has Southport 1837 woven in it.

Southport’s woolen mill was called “Fancy Weaving” and was built by Silas Billings around
1820. The mill was located on Pennsylvania Avenue near the present Historical Society
museum. The mill spun and colored woolen yarn. The yarn was then woven into carpets and
float work coverlets. In 1823, the mill was passed on to Solomon Smith, then on to Charles 

The Southport Historical Society proudly owns three coverlets.
Woven into the coverlets is the name Southport; one is dated
1833, one is dated 1835 and one is dated 1836. (All made right
here in the Town of Southport-See one picture included here.
Others are on display at the Southport Historical Society
Museum,1135 Pennsylvania Avenue, Elmira, NY).

It is interesting to note, one of the coverlets, dated 1835, was located in a historical society in
California. One of the other coverlets, dated 1836 was located in Massachusetts. The
coverlets were donated to the Southport Historical Society 
Museum and are proudly on display representing the mills of 
Southport.

If you find the coverlets of interest, please visit the Southport
Historical Society at 1135 Pennsylvania Avenue, Elmira, NY.
We are an all-volunteer staff and open on the first and third
Wednesdays of the month (March-November). Look for the
“Open” sign out front.
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT
The Southport Highway Department is responsible for the
maintenance of 82.3 miles of roadway within the Town and
consists of 8 full-time employees who have the primary
responsibility of maintaining these roads. The Town also
encompasses 30.85 miles of roadway owned by Chemung
County.

Currently the Highway Department is working on High Haven and
Laurel Run Roads and are in the process of assessing roads in 

The Town has purchased two new trucks with
delivery being this year with partial funding
obtained by a grant from USDA and funding from
NYS Department of Transportation Consolidated
Highway Improvement Program. These trucks will
replace current fleet that are over 20 years old.

Responding to the needs and concerns of the
residents is a priority to Town government and we
strive to address these concerns and/or requests in 

a timely manner. Please be aware that all concerns are important but we need to address and
prioritize projects based on urgency and impact. Additionally, a project may require
authorizations and clearances from agencies other than the Town which in turn could increase
wait time.

the “downtown area” of the Town for maintenance and/or repair. We ask that during the
summer season when mowing your lawn, you do not discharge any lawn clippings or debris
into the roadway as these elements end up in storm drains and cause clogging. We remind
residents that the Town has a brush lot located on Bob Masia Dr., residents can take
household lawn clippings, small branches, leaves, small amounts of sod, dirt, and brush, free
of charge to Town residents.

The Highway Superintendent and his staff continue to strive to
improve on services provided by the Town and are committed to
using taxpayer funds responsibly and efficiently.

Please visit our website at www.townofsouthport.com for further
information. 

 Steven E. Renko
Highway Superintendent
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PLAYGROUNDS & PATHWAYS

A N N U A L  E V E N T S :
S p r i n g  ( M a r c h / A p r i l ) -  E a s t e r  E g g  H u n t  a t
C h a p e l  P a r k
F a l l  ( O c t o b e r ) -  T r u n k  o r  T r e a t  a t  C h a p e l
P a r k
W i n t e r  ( D e c e m b e r ) -  C h r i s t m a s  P a r a d e
a n d  C h r i s t m a s  L a n d  i n  t h e  To w n  o f
S o u t h p o r t

S U M M E R  P R O G R A M :
S i x - w e e k  s u m m e r  p r o g r a m  f r o m  J u l y -
A u g u s t  f o r  5 – 1 3 - y e a r - o l d s .  T h i s
p r o g r a m  r u n s  M o n d a y - F r i d a y  f r o m
9 a m - 2 : 4 5 p m  a n d  o f f e r s  e d u c a t i o n a l ,
r e c r e a t i o n a l  a n d  e n r i c h m e n t
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  k i d s  i n  o u r
c o m m u n i t y.

S P O R T S  L E A G U E S :
C i n d e r e l l a  S o f t b a l l  l e a g u e  t h a t  t a k e s
p l a c e  a t  C h a p e l  P a r k
S o u t h p o r t  R e c r e a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  B o y ’ s
l a c r o s s e  l e a g u e  a t  G o o d w i n  P a r k .  W e  a r e
i n  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a g e s  o f  p o s s i b l y
s t a r t i n g  a  G i r l ’ s  l a c r o s s e  l e a g u e
B a b e  R u t h / C a l  R i p k e n  J r .  b a s e b a l l
l e a g u e  s p l i t  b e t w e e n  P i r o z z o l o  P a r k  a n d
C h a p e l  P a r k

S E N I O R  C E N T E R :
O u r  S e n i o r  C e n t e r  o p e r a t e s  M o n d a y -
F r i d a y  a t  C h a p e l  P a r k  w i t h  v a r i o u s  g r o u p s
a n d  a c t i v i t i e s .

F U T U R E  A D D I T I O N S  T O  T H E  PA R K S :
D r a x l e r  P a r k  w a l k i n g  p a t h  c o m i n g  t h i s  y e a r !
N e w  f e n c e  a t  R o g e r  S t e r l i n g  P a r k .

S U M M E R  PA R K S  P R O G R A M  I S  U N D E R WAY:  
P r o g r a m  s t a r t s  J u l y  7 t h - A u g u s t  1 5 t h

THANK YOU, 
        

                 Director; Parks and Recreation 
                 Town of Southport

I v a n  Pu r i f o y
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A S S E S S O R ’ S  O F F I C E
U N D E R S TA N D I N G  Y O U R

S TA R  B E N E F I T

H o m e o w n e r s  s h o u l d  b e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  2
t y p e s  o f  S TA R  p r o g r a m s .

S TA R  c r e d i t .  I f  y o u  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  f o r
t h e  S TA R  c r e d i t ,  t h e  Ta x  D e p a r t m e n t
w i l l  i s s u e  y o u r  S TA R  b e n e f i t  v i a  c h e c k
o r  d i r e c t  d e p o s i t .  Yo u  c a n  u s e  y o u r
S TA R  b e n e f i t  t o  p a y  y o u r  s c h o o l  t a x e s .
Yo u  c a n  r e c e i v e  t h e  S TA R  c r e d i t  i f  y o u
o w n  y o u r  h o m e  a n d  i t ' s  y o u r  p r i m a r y  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  t h e  c o m b i n e d  i n c o m e  o f
t h e  o w n e r s  a n d  t h e  o w n e r s ’  s p o u s e s  i s  $ 5 0 0 , 0 0 0  o r  l e s s .

S TA R  e x e m p t i o n :  a  r e d u c t i o n  o n  y o u r  s c h o o l  t a x  b i l l .  I f  y o u ’ v e  b e e n  r e c e i v i n g
t h e  S TA R  e x e m p t i o n  s i n c e  2 0 1 5 ,  y o u  c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e c e i v e  i t  f o r  t h e  s a m e
p r i m a r y  r e s i d e n c e .  A s  l o n g  a s  y o u  r e m a i n  e l i g i b l e ,  y o u ’ l l  s e e  a  r e d u c t i o n  o n
y o u r  s c h o o l  t a x  b i l l  f o r  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  y o u r  S TA R  e x e m p t i o n .  N o t e :  T h e  S TA R
e x e m p t i o n  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a v a i l a b l e  t o  n e w  h o m e o w n e r s .  

N e w  h o m e o w n e r s  a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  v i s i t  w w w. t a x . n y. g o v  a n d  r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e
S TA R  c r e d i t .  I f  y o u  a r e  a n  e x i s t i n g  h o m e o w n e r  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  S TA R  e x e m p t i o n
y o u  a r e  s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  s w i t c h  t o  t h e  S TA R  c r e d i t .  S w i t c h i n g  f r o m  t h e
S TA R  e x e m p t i o n  t o  t h e  S TA R  c r e d i t  m e a n s  m o r e  s a v i n g s  o n  y o u r  s c h o o l  t a x e s  a s
t h e  S TA R  e x e m p t i o n  i s  l o c k e d  i n  a t  2 0 1 9  r a t e s .  

I f  y o u  h a v e  q u e s t i o n s ,  p l e a s e  l o g  o n  t o  w w w. t a x . n y. g o v  o r  c a l l  t h e  S TA R  H o t l i n e
a t  5 1 8 - 4 5 7 -  2 0 3 6 .

P l e a s e  n o t e  t h a t  t h e  S TA R  p r o g r a m  i s  a  N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e  r u n  p r o g r a m .  T h e  
a s s e s s o r ’ s  o f f i c e  i s  n o  l o n g e r  a b l e  t o  a s s i s t
h o m e o w n e r s  i n  r e g i s t e r i n g  f o r  S TA R  o r
E n h a n c e d  S t a r  ( o v e r  6 5  y e a r s  o l d ) .  T h i s  m u s t
b e  d o n e  b y  t h e  h o m e o w n e r  b y  c o n t a c t i n g  N e w
Yo r k  S t a t e  d i r e c t l y.

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  y o u r
a s s e s s o r,  D a v i d  R e g e r  a t  t h e  To w n  o f  S o u t h p o r t
( 6 0 7 - 7 3 4 - 4 4 2 4 )  o r  d r e g e r @ t o w n o f s o u t h p o r t . c o m



P A G E  N I N E  |  S O U T H P O R T

S u m m e r  S a f e t y  T i p s
A s  s u m m e r  a p p r o a c h e s ,  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  u r g i n g  h o m e o w n e r s  t o  t a k e  t h e  t i m e
t o  c h e c k  o u t d o o r  a r e a s  f o r  p o t e n t i a l  s a f e t y  h a z a r d s .  P r o p e r  i n s p e c t i o n s  n o w
c a n  h e l p  t o  k e e p  y o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  f r i e n d s  s a f e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  

P o r c h e s ,  D e c k s  a n d  B a l c o n i e s  

P o r c h e s  c a n  b e  a t  r i s k  o f  c o l l a p s i n g  i f  t h e y  a r e  n o t  p r o p e r l y  c o n s t r u c t e d  o r  i f
t h e y  a r e  o l d .  T h e  To w n  o f  S o u t h p o r t  h a s  b u i l d i n g  c o d e s  i n  p l a c e  t h a t
h o m e o w n e r s  m u s t  f o l l o w  w h e n  b u i l d i n g  o r  r e p a i r i n g  p o r c h e s .  A c o m m o n  s a f e t y
h a z a r d  o c c u r s  w h e n  p o r c h e s  a r e  n a i l e d  t o  b u i l d i n g s  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  a t t a c h e d
w i t h  p r o p e r  a n c h o r s  o r  b o l t s .  N a i l s  a r e  a  p o o r  m e t h o d  f o r  a t t a c h i n g  p o r c h e s  t o  
b u i l d i n g s  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w o r k  t h e i r
w a y  l o o s e  o v e r  t i m e .  O t h e r  s a f e t y
h a z a r d s  t o  l o o k  f o r  i n c l u d e  s p l i t  o r
r o t t i n g  w o o d ;  w o b b l y  h a n d r a i l s  o r
g u a r d r a i l s ;  l o o s e ,  m i s s i n g  o r
r u s t i n g  a n c h o r s ,  n a i l s  o r  s c r e w s ;
p o o r  e n d  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  p o r c h
d e c k ,  j o i s t s  o r  g i r d e r s ;  e x c e s s i v e
m o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  p o r c h  w h e n
w a l k e d  o n  a n d  s w a y i n g  o r  u n s t a b l e
p o r c h e s .  

I f  y o u  f i n d  a n y  o f  t h o s e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  y o u r  p o r c h  o r  b a l c o n y,  y o u  s h o u l d  g e t  a
p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n s p e c t i o n .  B u i l d i n g  P e r m i t  i s  r e q u i r e d  w h e n  b u i l d i n g  o r  r e p a i r i n g
a  p o r c h  t o  m a k e  s u r e  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  m e e t s  b u i l d i n g  s a f e t y  c o d e s  a n d  i s
i n s p e c t e d  b y  o u r  o f f i c e  b e f o r e  i t  i s  u s e d .  
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Peter Rocchi
Code Enforcement Officer

S u m m e r  S a f e t y  T i p s
G r i l l i n g  o n  o r  n e a r  c o m b u s t i b l e  a r e a s  c a n  b e  a  f i r e  h a z a r d .  I t  n o t  o n l y  p u t s
y o u r  f a m i l y  a n d  v i s i t o r s  a t  r i s k  b u t  y o u r  n e i g h b o r s  a s  w e l l .  T h e  m o s t
c o m m o n  g r i l l i n g  h a z a r d s  a r e  o p e n  f l a m e s  a n d  h e a t  g e n e r a t e d  i n  t h e  g r i l l
b a s e  t h a t  c a n  b e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  w o o d  o f  a  p o r c h ,  d e c k  o r  s i d i n g ,
c a u s i n g  a  f i r e .  W h e n  g r i l l i n g ,  f o l l o w  t h e s e  s a f e t y  t i p s :  P l a c e  t h e  g r i l l  a w a y
f r o m  s i d i n g ,  d e c k  r a i l i n g s  a n d  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  e a v e s  a n d  o v e r h a n g i n g
b r a n c h e s  - - - P e r i o d i c a l l y  r e m o v e  g r e a s e  o r  f a t  b u i l d u p - - - U s e  o n l y  p r o p e r
s t a r t e r  f l u i d  a n d  s t o r e  t h e  c a n  a w a y  f r o m  h e a t  s o u r c e s - - - C h e c k  p r o p a n e
c y l i n d e r  h o s e s  f o r  l e a k s  b e f o r e  u s e - - - D o  n o t  m o v e  h o t  g r i l l s - - - D i s p o s e  o f
c h a r c o a l  p r o p e r l y,  k e e p i n g  a s h  c o n t a i n e r s  o u t s i d e  a n d  a w a y  f r o m
c o m b u s t i b l e  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  

T h e  u s e  o f  c h a r c o a l  a n d  g a s
g r i l l s  a n d  o t h e r  o p e n  b u r n i n g
d e v i c e s  o n  c o m b u s t i b l e  p o r c h e s
o r  w i t h i n  1 0  f e e t  o f  c o m b u s t i b l e
c o n s t r u c t i o n  i s  p r o h i b i t e d .  T h e r e
a r e  e x c e p t i o n s  f o r  o n e -  a n d  t w o -
f a m i l y  h o m e s  a n d  w h e r e  b u i l d i n g s
a n d  p o r c h e s  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  a n
a u t o m a t i c  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m .  

P l e a s e  c a l l  w i t h  q u e s t i o n s  o r
c o n c e r n s  a t  6 0 7 - 7 3 7 - 5 2 6 8
e x t e n s i o n  3  o r  e - m a i l
p r o c c h i @ t o w n o f s o u t h p o r t . c o m
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T OW N  C L E R K ’ S
O F F I C E

S u m m e r  i s  h e r e  a n d  w e  a r e  s o a k i n g  u p  e v e r y  m i n u t e  o f  i t !  I n  t h i s
a d d i t i o n  o f  t h e  n e w s l e t t e r ,  w e  w i l l  b e  t o u c h i n g  o n  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f
s u m m e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  f a l l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

D o g  L i c e n s i n g

E v e r y  d o g ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  a g e ,  o w n e d  o r  h a r b o r e d  i n  N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e
f o r  l o n g e r  t h a n  3 0  d a y s  m u s t  b e  l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  t o w n ,  c i t y,  o r  v i l l a g e
w h e r e  t h e  d o g  i s  b e i n g  h a r b o r e d .  T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r e  t h e  o n l y  l i c e n s e
e x e m p t i o n s :

D o g s  u n d e r  f o u r  m o n t h s  -  I f  t h e  d o g  i s  u n d e r  f o u r  m o n t h s  o f  a g e
a n d  n o t  r u n n i n g - a t - l a r g e  ( o f f  t h e  o w n e r ’ s  p r e m i s e s ) .

N o n - r e s i d e n t  d o g s  -  I f  a  n o n - r e s i d e n t
b r i n g s  a  d o g  i n t o  N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e  f o r
l e s s  t h a n  3 0  d a y s  a n d  t h e  d o g  i s
l i c e n s e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  r e s i d e n t
s t a t e ’ s  l i c e n s i n g  l a w s .

I f  y o u  a r e  o v e r  t h e  a g e  o f  6 5  p l e a s e  l e t
s t a f f  k n o w  s o  t h a t  w e  m a y  a p p l y  t h e
s e n i o r  e x e m p t i o n  t o  y o u r  l i c e n s e .

R e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  To w n  m a y  l i c e n s e  t h e i r  d o g s  i n  p e r s o n  a t  t h e  To w n
C l e r k ’ s  o f f i c e  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e d  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  o f  a  s p a y / n e u t e r
c e r t i f i c a t e  a n d  p r o o f  o f  c u r r e n t  r a b i e s  v a c c i n a t i o n .  R a b i e s  c l i n i c s  a r e
o f f e r e d  t h r o u g h o u t  C h e m u n g  C o u n t y,  p l e a s e  c h e c k  t h e  To w n ’ s
w e b s i t e  f o r  u p c o m i n g  c l i n i c s .

F o r  o u r  h u n t e r s  a n d  f i s h e r m e n ,  t h e  n e w
s e a s o n  f o r  D E C  h u n t i n g  l i c e n s e  s a l e s  w i l l
b e g i n  o n  o r  a b o u t  A u g u s t  1 s t ,  o u r  c u r r e n t
h o u r s  t h r o u g h  O c t o b e r  1 0 t h  a r e  M o n d a y  –
T h u r s d a y  7 : 3 0  a . m .  t o  4 : 0 0  p . m . ,  F r i d a y
7 : 3 0  a . m .  t o  1 2 : 3 0  p . m .



T h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  s c h o o l  f o r  t h e
E l m i r a  C i t y  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  i s
T h u r s d a y,  S e p t e m b e r  4 t h .  T h e
To w n  e m p l o y s  a  h a n d f u l  o f
S c h o o l  T r a f f i c  O f f i c e r s  w h o  a r e  a
d e d i c a t e d  g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  a n d
t a k e  t h e i r  j o b  o f  c r o s s i n g  t h e
c h i l d r e n  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  v e r y
s e r i o u s l y.  T h e  g o a l  f o r  e v e r y o n e
i n v o l v e d  i s  t h e  s a f e t y  o f  t h e
s t u d e n t s  a n d  t h e  s c h o o l  t r a f f i c
o f f i c e r .  J u s t  a  r e m i n d e r  t h a t
f i n e s  c a n  b e  d o u b l e d  f o r  t i c k e t s
r e c e i v e d  w i t h i n  t h e s e  z o n e s .

T OW N  C L E R K ’ S
O F F I C E

B e g i n n i n g  i n  t h e  f a l l  t h e  To w n  C l e r k ’ s  o f f i c e  b e g i n s  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  o f
l i s t i n g s  o f  e s c r o w  a c c o u n t s  f r o m  b a n k s  a n d  m o r t g a g e  c o m p a n i e s  f o r
p r o p e r t i e s  l o c a t e d  i n  t h e  t o w n  o f  S o u t h p o r t  f o r  To w n  &  C o u n t y  Ta x e s .
I f  y o u  p a y  o f f  y o u r  m o r t g a g e ,  r e - m o r t g a g e  y o u r  p r o p e r t y  o r  p u r c h a s e
p r o p e r t y  d u r i n g  t h e  m o n t h s  o f  N o v e m b e r  a n d  D e c e m b e r,  p l e a s e
c o n t a c t  o u r  o f f i c e  s o  w e  c a n  e n s u r e  t h a t  y o u r  t a x  b i l l  m a k e s  i t  t o  i t s
p r o p e r  d e s t i n a t i o n .

P l e a s e  r e f e r e n c e  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t
w w w. t o w n o f s o u t h p o r t . c o m  f o r
t h e  m o s t  u p - t o - d a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Carolyn Renko
Southport Town Clerk
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I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  a  m o m e n t  t o  i n t r o d u c e  m y s e l f  a s
y o u r  n e w  S o u t h p o r t  To w n  J u s t i c e .  M y  n a m e  i n
N i c o l a s  D e M u t h .  I  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  t h e  To w n  J u s t i c e
p o s i t i o n  i n  J a n u a r y  2 0 2 5  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  r e t i r e m e n t  o f
l o n g  t i m e  To w n  J u s t i c e  J o s e p h  W.  H o l l y.  I  w a s  b o r n
a n d  r a i s e d  i n  E l m i r a ,  a n d  h a v e  l i v e d  i n  P i n e  C i t y
s i n c e  2 0 1 4 .  I  r e t i r e d  f r o m  t h e  C h e m u n g  C o u n t y
S h e r i f f ’ s  O f f i c e  i n  2 0 2 2  f o l l o w i n g  a  2 6 - y e a r  c a r e e r  i n
l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t .  I  s t a r t e d  m y  c a r e e r  i n  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  i n  1 9 9 6  a s  a  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  i n  t h e
V i l l a g e  o f  P e n n  Ya n ,  N . Y. ,  a n d  b e g a n  w o r k i n g  f o r  t h e
C h e m u n g  C o u n t y  S h e r i f f ’ s  O f f i c e  i n  1 9 9 8 .  I  w o r k e d
i n  t h e  P a t r o l  D i v i s i o n  a s  a  d e p u t y  s h e r i f f  p r i o r  
 
 
t o  t r a n s f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  C r i m i n a l  I n v e s t i g a t i o n s  D i v i s i o n  w h e r e  I  w o r k e d  a s  a
C r i m i n a l  I n v e s t i g a t o r  f o r  s e v e n t e e n  y e a r s ,  r e t i r i n g  a s  a  L i e u t e n a n t  o v e r s e e i n g
t h e  d i v i s i o n .  I  a t t e n d e d  c l a s s e s  a t  K e u k a  C o l l e g e  e a r n i n g  m y  B a c h e l o r ’ s  o f
S c i e n c e  d e g r e e ,  a n d  a t t e n d e d  B o s t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  w h e r e  I  c o m p l e t e d  m y  M a s t e r ’ s
i n  C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  m y  w o r k  a t  t h e  S h e r i f f ’ s  O f f i c e ,  I  h a v e
p r e v i o u s l y  w o r k e d  a s  a n  A d j u n c t  I n s t r u c t o r  f o r  K e u k a  C o l l e g e  a n d  t e a c h  i n  a
C a r e e r  Te c h n i c a l  E d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  a t  G S T  B O C E S .  I n  m y  f r e e  t i m e  I  e n j o y
s p e n d i n g  t i m e  w i t h  m y  f a m i l y,  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  i n  t h e  w o o d s  a n d  o n  t h e  w a t e r ,
e x p e r i e n c i n g  e v e r y t h i n g  n a t u r e  o f f e r s .  

A s  y o u r  To w n  J u s t i c e ,  I  f e e l  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  h e l p  e d u c a t e  a n d  i n f o r m  t h e
p u b l i c  a b o u t  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  C r i m i n a l  J u s t i c e  s y s t e m  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  C o u r t s .
I n  t h i s  p u b l i c a t i o n  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  a d d r e s s  t w o  t o p i c s  t h a t  h a v e  c r e a t e d  s o m e
c o n f u s i o n  a n d  q u e s t i o n s .  

T h e  c o u r t  h a s  s e e n  n u m e r o u s  c a s e s  i n v o l v i n g  p e o p l e  o p e r a t i n g  t h e i r  v e h i c l e s
w i t h  n o  i n s u r a n c e .  T h e  l e g a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  f o r  o p e r a t i n g  y o u r  v e h i c l e  w i t h o u t
i n s u r a n c e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t .  I n  N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e ,  o p e r a t i n g  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  w i t h o u t
i n s u r a n c e  i s  a  s e r i o u s  o f f e n s e  u n d e r  t h e  Ve h i c l e  a n d  Tr a f f i c  L a w  ( V T L )  §  3 1 9 . 1 .
A c o n v i c t i o n  f o r  d r i v i n g  w i t h o u t  v a l i d  a u t o  i n s u r a n c e  r e s u l t s  i n  t h e  m a n d a t o r y



r e v o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  d r i v e r ’ s  l i c e n s e  a n d  v e h i c l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r  a t  l e a s t  o n e
y e a r.  T h e  r e v o c a t i o n  i s  a u t o m a t i c ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  d r i v e r ' s  p r i o r  r e c o r d  o r
r e a s o n  f o r  t h e  l a p s e  i n  c o v e r a g e .  T h e  l a w  e m p h a s i z e s  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  a n d
f i n a n c i a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y,  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  a l l  d r i v e r s  c a n  c o v e r  d a m a g e s  o r
i n j u r i e s  i n  t h e  e v e n t  o f  a  c r a s h .  To  r e i n s t a t e  d r i v i n g  p r i v i l e g e s ,  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l
m u s t  p a y  c i v i l  p e n a l t i e s ,  p r o v i d e  p r o o f  o f  i n s u r a n c e ,  a n d  r e a p p l y  f o r  a
l i c e n s e .  A d d i t i o n a l l y,  t h e  c o u r t  m a y  i m p o s e  f i n e s  o f  u p  t o  $ 1 , 5 0 0 ,  a n d  a
m a n d a t o r y  $ 9 3  c o u r t  s u r c h a r g e .  

T h e  p u b l i c  s h o u l d  b e  a w a r e  o f  n e w  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  N e w  Yo r k  S t a t e  D e p a r t m e n t
o f  M o t o r  Ve h i c l e  ( D M V )  p o i n t  s y s t e m  f o r  c e r t a i n  Ve h i c l e  a n d  Tr a f f i c  L a w
v i o l a t i o n s .  N e w  Yo r k  h a s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  o v e r h a u l e d  i t s  D M V  p o i n t  s y s t e m ,
e x t e n d i n g  t h e  l o o k ‑b a c k  p e r i o d  f r o m  1 8  t o  2 4  m o n t h s ,  m e a n i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  n o w
s t a y  r e l e v a n t  l o n g e r  a n d  r a i s e  s u s p e n s i o n  r i s k .  C e r t a i n  v i o l a t i o n s  n o w  c a r r y
p o i n t s  f o r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  i n c r e a s e d  v a l u e s :  D W I ,  D WA I ,  a n d
a g g r a v a t e d  u n l i c e n s e d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  n o w  e a c h  c a r r y  11  p o i n t s .
S p e e d i n g  i n  a n y  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  w o r k  z o n e  n o w  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  r e s u l t s  i n  8
p o i n t s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  s p e e d  o v e r  l i m i t .  P a s s i n g  a  s t o p p e d  s c h o o l  b u s  h a s
i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  5  t o  8  p o i n t s ,  a n d  l e a v i n g  t h e  s c e n e  o f  a  p e r s o n a l ‑ i n j u r y  c r a s h
n o w  c a r r i e s  5  p o i n t s  i n s t e a d  o f  3 .  P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  s p e e d  c o n t e s t s ,  c a r e l e s s
d r i v i n g ,  a n d  a i d i n g  a g g r a v a t e d  u n l i c e n s e d  o p e r a t i o n  o f  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  n o w
e a c h  c a r r y  5  p o i n t s ,  u p  f r o m  z e r o  o r  l o w e r  v a l u e s .  F u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n
r e g a r d i n g  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h e  N Y S  D M V  w e b s i t e .  

 
Ni c o l a s  DeMuth

I n  f u t u r e  p u b l i c a t i o n s ,  t h e  c o u r t  w i l l
p r o v i d e  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g
c h a n g e s  i n  l a w s  t h a t  m a y  a f f e c t  t h e
p u b l i c .  I  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  s e r v i n g  t h e
c o m m u n i t y  a s  y o u r  To w n  J u s t i c e .  
 
H o n o r a b l e ,
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B y  J a k e  S u l l i v a n  -  D i s t r i c t  Te c h n i c i a n

I n  t h e  f a l l  o f  2 0 2 4 ,  t h e  C h e m u n g  C o u n t y  S o i l
a n d  Wa t e r  C o n s e r v a t i o n  D i s t r i c t  e x p a n d e d  i t s
c o u n t y w i d e  r i p a r i a n  b u f f e r  p r o g r a m .  W i t h  t h e  
a s s i s t a n c e  f r o m  t h e  U p p e r  S u s q u e h a n n a  C o a l i t i o n
( U S C ) ,  t h e  d i s t r i c t  w a s  a b l e  t o  i m p l e m e n t  a
r i p a r i a n / u p l a n d  f o r e s t  b u f f e r  w i t h i n  t h e  t o w n  o f
S o u t h p o r t .

T h i s  p r o j e c t  h a s  e n h a n c e d  t h e  e c o l o g i c a l  s e r v i c e
p r e v i o u s l y  u n d e r u t i l i z e d  w i t h i n  a  S o u t h p o r t  l a n d o w n e r s '
2 0 - a c r e  p a r c e l .  T h i s  p r o j e c t  a r e a  e n c o m p a s s e d  t h e
h e a d  w a t e r s  o f  2  u n n a m e d  t r i b u t a r i e s  t o  M u d l i c k
C r e e k .  P o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  l a n d  o n  t h i s  p r o j e c t  h a d  b e e n
f a r m e d  i n  r e c e n t  h i s t o r y,  a n d  b e f o r e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  w a s   
r e s t o r e d ,  i t  w a s  l e f t  f a l l o w  f o r  a n  e x t e n d e d  p e r i o d .  D u e  t o  t h i s ,  a u t u m n  o l i v e ,
h o n e y  s u c k l e ,  a n d  m u l t i f l o r a  r o s e  b e c a m e  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  s p e c i e s ,  l e a d i n g  t o  

t h e  U S C  W e t l a n d  Te a m  t o  r e m o v i n g  n e a r l y  1 5 +
a c r e s  o f  t h e s e  1 5 f t  t o  2 0 f t  t a l l  i n v a s i v e  t r e e s  a n d
s h r u b s  f r o m  t h e  p l a n t i n g  a r e a .

T h e  p r o j e c t  i s  s i t u a t e d  b e t w e e n  t w o  s u m m i t s ,  a n d
a  l a r g e  N a t i o n a l  W e t l a n d  w a s  i d e n t i f i e d  a s
f e e d i n g  a n  u n n a m e d  t r i b u t a r y  t o  M u d l i c k  C r e e k .
W h e n  p l a n t i n g  t h e  s i t e ,  t r e e  s p e c i e s  t h a t  c o u l d
w i t h s t a n d  s e a s o n a l  s u b s u r f a c e  h y d r o l o g y,  w h i l e
a l s o  b e i n g  d r o u g h t  t o l e r a n t ,  w e r e  c a r e f u l l y
s e l e c t e d  t o  b e s t  r e s t o r e  a  n a t i v e  f o r e s t  t o  t h e   

p r o p e r t y.  B y  i n s t a l l i n g  t h e s e  5 , 5 5 0  n a t i v e  p l a n t s  a n d  m u l t i p l e  e n g i n e e r e d
w e t l a n d s  w i t h i n  t h i s  p r o j e c t ,  i t  w i l l  i m p r o v e  w a t e r  q u a l i t y,  f l o o d  r e t e n t i o n ,  
s t a b i l i z e  f r a g i l e  s o i l s ,  s t r e n g t h e n  c l i m a t e  r e s i l i e n c y,
a n d  p r o v i d e  h a b i t a t  f o r  w i l d l i f e .

W i t h  t h e  2 0 2 5  b u f f e r  p r o g r a m  s t i l l  e x p a n d i n g ,  t h e
d i s t r i c t  i s  l o o k i n g  t o  g r o w  t h e  R i p a r i a n  b u f f e r
p r o g r a m  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u n t y  w i t h  a s s i s t a n c e
f r o m  t h e  U p p e r  S u s q u e h a n n a  C o a l i t i o n  a n d  i s
l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  b o t h  p u b l i c  a n d
p r i v a t e  l a n d o w n e r s .
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T h e  S o u t h p o r t  B u s i n e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  s e r v e s  a s  a
c o l l e c t i v e  c o - o p  w h e r e  c o m p a n i e s  a n d
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w i t h i n  t h e  To w n  o f  S o u t h p o r t  c a n
c o m e  t o g e t h e r  t o  c o l l a b o r a t e ,  n e t w o r k ,  a n d
a d v o c a t e  f o r  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t s .  T h e  p r i m a r y
p u r p o s e  o f  s u c h  a s s o c i a t i o n s  i s  t o  f o s t e r  a
s u p p o r t i v e  b u s i n e s s  e n v i r o n m e n t  t h r o u g h  v a r i o u s
m e a n s ,  i n c l u d i n g  o r g a n i z i n g  e v e n t s ,  p r o v i d i n g
e d u c a t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  a n d  f a c i l i t a t i n g  i n d u s t r y -
s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g .

T h e  S o u t h p o r t  B u s i n e s s  A s s o c i a t i o n  i s  p r o u d  t o
a n n o u n c e  t w o  n e w  a n n u a l  f u n d r a i s e r s !  I n  A p r i l  o f   

SOUTHPORT BUSINESS
ASSOCIATION
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t h i s  y e a r  w e  h e l d  o u r  f i r s t  B o w l i n g  To u r n a m e n t ,  w h i c h  r a i s e d  m o n e y  t o  h e l p
f a m i l i e s  t o  p a y  f o r  t h e  o u t - o f - p o c k e t  e x p e n s e s  f o r  t h e  S o u t h p o r t  P a r k s  &  R e c
s u m m e r  p r o g r a m .  W e  w e r e  a b l e  t o  c o v e r  t h e  e x p e n s e s  o f  a t t e n d i n g  t h e
p r o g r a m  f o r  1 6  c h i l d r e n .  W e  h a d  a  g r e a t  t i m e  a n d  a p p r e c i a t e d  e v e r y o n e  w h o
j o i n e d  u s  f o r  t h e  e v e n t !
 
W e  a r e  a l s o  t a k i n g  s i g n - u p s  f o r  o u r  F i r s t  A n n u a l  C o r n h o l e  To u r n a m e n t .  T h i s
w i l l  b e  h e l d  a t  C h a m p i o n s  S p o r t s  G r i l l e  o n  S e p t e m b e r  1 4 t h  a t  1 0 : 0 0  a m .  T h e
C h a m p i o n s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e i r  n a m e s  e n g r a v e d  o n  t h e  Tr o p h y  w h i c h  w i l l  b e  

d i s p l a y e d  i n  C h a m p i o n ’ s  f o r  t h e  y e a r !  T h i s  f u n d r a i s e r  w i l l
h e l p  s u p p o r t  S o u t h p o r t  C h r i s t m a s  L a n d .  I f  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  

r e g i s t e r  a  t e a m ,  p l e a s e  c a l l  B r y a n  G i l b e r t  a t
6 0 7 - 7 3 3 - 6 6 2 3 !
 
L a s t l y,  w e  a r e  i n  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  r o l l i n g  o u t  o u r
n e w  w e b s i t e  S o u t h p o r t B u s i n e s s A s s o c . c o m
w h i c h  w e  w i l l  b e  u s i n g  t o  b e t t e r  s e r v e  o u r
m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e  S o u t h p o r t  c o m m u n i t y !


